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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Applicants' amendment filed on 7/28/2007 has been entered. Claims 1-58 are 
canceled. Claims 59-92 are still pending. 

Specification 

2. The amendment to the specification filed on 7/28/2007 is objected to; a detailed 
description for each of the figures in the drawings is required in the specification. The 
detailed description for each figure is required to describe each figure in detail. See the 
patents issued for proper detailed description of drawings. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

3. The new set of claims added has new references for the elements in the 
invention such as "first and second key identifier" and "electrically operable indicator" 
which were not presented in the original specification filed on 2/1 1/2005. In order to 
comply with 35 U.S.C. 132(a), which states no new matter shall be introduced into the 
disclosure, applicants are required to use the original references for the elements of the 
invention. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 73 is objected to because of the following informalities: the citation "claims 
72" should be -claim 72-. Appropriate correction is required. 

5. Claims 78-81 are objected to because of the following informalities: the citation 
"said key" on line 3 of claim 78 should be -said portable device-. Appropriate 
correction is required. 
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Claims 79-81 depend on claim 78; therefore they suffer the same deficiency. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 59-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 59-62, 65-67, 70-73, 76, 78, 80, 83 and 88-89 the use of the 
words "preferably", "preferable", and "preferentially" in these claims render the claims 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the words are part of 
the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claims 60-90 depend on claim 59; therefore they suffer the same deficiency. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
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under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

10. Claim 59 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by Pires et al. 
(US 6,431,438) and further in view of Trimble et al. (US 2002/0126010). 

Regarding claim 59, Pires et al. disclose a storage system (1) to identify keys; 
the storage system (1) comprises: a light emitting diode (LED 18) for identifying keys; a 
keyboard (12) used for entering information to select the keys; an identification device 
(2) comprising a key holder (49); the key holder (49) comprises a memory device (53) 
arranged to store key identifiers related to an associated key, a microprocessor is 
arranged to process the information entered on the keyboard (12) to determine if the 
information entered is associated with a key identifier, and perform an operation 
required for activation of the LED (18) if the information is associated with a key 
identifier. (See Col. 2, lines 4-63; Col. 3, lines 51-67; and Col. 4, lines 1-42; and Col. 5, 
lines 23-32; and Figures 1-3, 9-13) 

But Pires et al. fail to disclose the identification device comprises: an input to 
receive a signal associated with a lock; a computer comprising memory storage to store 
a plurality of key identifiers each related to an associated key; and a plurality of lock 
identifiers associated with the key identifiers. 

Trimble et al. teach an object locating system employing radio frequency 
signaling. The system includes at least one control unit, which is used to activate at 
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least one electronic locator circuit to assist in locating an object to be located. The 
object to be located can a key assembly. When activated the locator circuit produces 
an audible and/or visual indication for getting the attention of the user. (See the 
Abstract; Paragraphs 6-7, and 57; and Figures 1-3) 

From the teachings of Trimble et aL, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Pires 
et al. to include the identification device comprising: an input to receive a signal 
associated with a lock; a computer comprising memory storage to store a plurality of 
key identifiers each related to an associated key; and plurality of lock identifiers 
associated with the key identifiers in order to provide a system to identify keys 
automatically when a user is searching for keys. 

11. Claims 91-92 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by 
Blankenship et al. (US 6,609,402). 

Regarding claim 91, Blankenship et al. disclose a personally portable electronic 
device (via electronic key 130) wherein part of the device comprises a detachable 
decorative enclosure (via upper case 132 and housing 134 forming an enclosure). 

But Blankenship et al. fail to disclose an electrically operable mechanism is used 
to automate the detachment. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the portable electronic device of Blankenship et al. to 
include an electrically operable mechanism to automate the detachment in order to 
make detachments easy for a user. 
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Regarding claim 92, Blankenship et al. disclose the portable electronic device 
comprises portable memory storage (via memory cell 142). 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yong Hang Jiang whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3024. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 am to 5:30 pm alternate 
fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on 571-272-2981. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



YHJ 




